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D303 Vision Statement
To inspire and empower ALL to
…Achieve excellence
…Learn with passion
…Live with integrity
…In a changing world

Academically Talented Program Philosophy
In accordance with St. Charles CUSD 303’s Vision, the Academically Talented (AT) Program is
committed to inspiring and empowering talented learners to achieve excellence, maintain
passion in their learning, and bring integrity to all activities that touch their lives and the lives of
others. District 303 adds rigor and relevance through differentiation, enrichment options,
individual extensions, group activities, and provisions for the enhancement of personal
strengths, talents, and relationships.

Definition of Academically Talented Learners
District 303’s Academically Talented Program is in alignment with the Illinois School Code,
Article 14A definition: “gifted and talented children” means children and youth with outstanding
talent who perform or show the potential for performing at remarkably high levels of
accomplishment when compared with other children and youth of their age, experience, and
environment. A child shall be considered gifted and talented in any area of aptitude, and,
specifically, in language arts and mathematics, by scoring in the top 5% locally in that area of
aptitude. District 303 follows the Illinois School Code’s definition in its identification of students
for its gifted programs (P.A. 94-410, 2005).

Identification Process
The AT identification process begins in 3rd grade for 4th grade placement and occurs again in 5th
grade for 6th grade placement. The process includes an achievement test, an ability test, a
content-based placement test, and a learner characteristics rating scale. The Academically
Talented identification process is as follows:
●
●

In the fall, all 3rd and 5th grade students will take an achievement and abilities test
Using the fall achievement and ability test results, the top 20% of 3rd and 5th grade
students district-wide in literacy and/or math will be identified to:
○ Take the content-based placement test(s)
○ Have a learner characteristics rating scale completed by their
classroom teacher
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●

●

The scores from the all of the four above assessments will be used to identify the top 5%
of students district-wide in literacy and/or math, who will be recommended for
Academically Talented placement
In addition to AT identification, for students entering 6th grade, the top 2% of students in
literacy and math will be recommended for Infinity placement

Explanation of the Assessments





Achievement measure: Achievement measure: An externally validated measure of
content-based knowledge
Abilities measure: A measure that assesses students’ abilities to reason and solve
problems
Content-based placement measure: A measure based on the AT curriculum
Learner characteristics measure: A measure designed to obtain teacher estimates of a
student's characteristics in the following areas: Learning, Motivation, Communication
(Precision), Reading, and Math behaviors

D303 AT Courses
Elementary School Academically Talented Program
Students are identified for the AT Program beginning in third grade for fourth grade placement.
At the primary level, student needs are met within the regular classroom and through
enrichment activities.
Academically Talented Literacy (AT)
The top 5% of the District’s students in each grade level qualify for Academically Talented (AT)
Literacy. Students receive differentiated instruction to enrich the content and skills from the
District’s Common Core State Standard aligned literacy curriculum. Supplemental materials
specifically designed for gifted literacy learners support this AT curriculum.

Academically Talented Math (AT)
Students identified as academically talented in math participate in the AT math class. This class
provides both acceleration and enrichment for high performing students at fourth and fifth grade.
Students work approximately two grade levels above their grade placement. The curriculum
highlights critical thinking, problem solving, math vocabulary, real-world math connections, and
problem-based learning.
Middle School Academically Talented Program
Academically Talented Literacy (AT)
The top 5% of the District’s students in each grade level qualify for Academically Talented (AT)
Literacy. These classes differentiate and enrich the content and skills from the District’s
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Common Core State Standard aligned literacy curriculum. Supplemental materials specifically
designed for gifted literacy learners support this AT curriculum.
Academically Talented Math (AT)
The top 5% of the District’s students in each grade level qualify for Academically Talented (AT)
Math. Students are clustered into special accelerated sections and work two years beyond their
same age peers. These classes follow the District's identified sequence of math courses. Sixth
grade AT Math students will take eighth grade math; seventh grade AT Math students will take
high school algebra; eighth grade AT Math students will take high school geometry.
Infinity Program
The top 2% of the District’s students in each grade level qualify for Infinity--a middle school
magnet program. Infinity takes a problem-based learning approach where students investigate
real-world applications of learning and skills while delving into a deeper and broader
understanding of the core standards. Opportunities for independent exploration and study are
frequently interwoven into the academic process. Thoughtful effort is placed into the integration
of all four core content areas: literacy, social studies, math, and science. An emphasis is also
placed on the social emotional learning needs of this unique population of students and is
integrated into content and team activities.
Exit and Remediation Procedures
Elementary School
If a student is not demonstrating progressing or meeting 70% of the unit learning targets, the
following process may be initiated by the teacher, principal, counselor, parent or student:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Conference with teacher/parent/student/principal to address concerns and develop an
action plan
Student has the next unit to meet goals from action plan
Conference again with teacher/parent/student/principal to discuss progress of action
plan
Removal from class if placement is deemed inappropriate due to lack of
ability/achievement, not lack of compliance

If the student is struggling and not demonstrating progressing or meeting 70% of unit learning
targets, it is assumed that regular communication has occurred between teacher and parent
before the initial conference takes place.

Middle School
If a student earns a C or lower for the quarter, the following process may be initiated by the
teacher, principal, counselor, parent or student:
1. Conference with teacher/parent/student/principal or counselor
2. Student has the next quarter to remediate
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3. Conference again with teacher/parent/student/principal or counselor to discuss progress
4. Removal from class if placement is deemed inappropriate due to lack of
ability/achievement, not lack of compliance
If the student is struggling and earning a C or lower, it is assumed that regular communication
has occurred between teacher and parent before the initial conference takes place.
Removal of a student from the Academically Talented/Advanced class will be based on a
student’s lack of ability/achievement. A low performing student should not be removed because
of compliance problems (i.e. poor homework completion, behavior in class, etc.)
St. Charles CUSD 303 reserves the right to determine the best placement and programming for
each of its students.

Appeals Process
Academically Talented (AT) Mathematics or Literacy
District 303 is committed to a comprehensive process to identify the top 5% of its academic
learners in math and literacy. If your student is ineligible for the AT Program, the appeals
process is an additional and final opportunity for placement for the next academic year. The
following bullet points indicate the steps in the appeals process.
●

Initiation of Academically Talented Appeals Process
○ Request for an appeal may be made by a teacher, principal, or parent of a
student who took the placement test for literacy and/or math
○ The application for appeal is in the AT handbook and is also available at your
child’s school’s main office

●

The application for appeal must be completed and returned to your child’s elementary
school main office by April 7, 2017

●

The Appeals Committee will consist of AT staff members

●

Appeals cases will be reviewed in April 2017

●

The student will be asked to respond to an academic prompt in literacy and/or math
during the school day for review by the committee

●

If necessary, the student will be asked to discuss his/her response(s) to the academic
prompt and/or placement test with a member of the Appeals Committee in an interview
at the student’s school
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●

Notification of the final placement decision will be made by the Department of Instruction
after the appeals committee completes the decision process

●

The appeals decision will be final for the 2017-2018 school year. The Appeals
Committee will review only one appeal per student per year

●

Request for Further Information
○ If further information is needed, please contact your elementary building principal
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APPLICATION FOR ACADEMICALLY TALENTED (AT)
APPEAL OF PLACEMENT DECISION
Directions: If after placement testing, your student was found ineligible for placement in the
Academically Talented Program for math and/or literacy, you may appeal the decision.
Complete this form and send to the student's principal by April 7, 2017. Appeals decisions will
be communicated by the end of the school year.

Student’s Name __________________________________Date _____________
School __________________________ Grade _____

Subject ___________

Reason for appeal:

Signature __________________________________ Phone _______________
Address ________________________________________________________________
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Identification and Appeals Process
Infinity Program

Appeals Process: Infinity Program
District 303 is committed to a comprehensive process to identify the top 2% of its academic
learners for the Infinity Program. If your student is ineligible for the Infinity Program, the appeals
process is an additional and final opportunity for placement for the next academic year. The
following bullet points indicate the steps in the appeals process.
●

Request for an appeal may be made by a teacher, principal, or parent of a student

●

The application for appeal is in the AT handbook and is also available at the school
office

●

To appeal for placement in the Infinity Program:
○ If the student is currently in the AT program, an appeal can be made
○ If the student is not currently in the AT program, but in the top 3%, an appeal can
be made. Contact your child’s building principal as to whether your child is
eligible for appeal

●

The application for appeal must be completed and returned along with the portfolio (see
below) to Wredling Middle School’s office by April 7, 2017

●

The student will be asked to respond to an academic prompt in literacy and/or math
during the school day for review by the committee

●

If necessary, the student will be asked to discuss his/her response(s) to the academic
prompt and/or placement test with a member of the Appeals Committee in an interview

●

The appeals decision will be final for the 2017-2018 school year. The Appeals
Committee will review only one appeal per student per year

●

Request for further information
○ If further information is needed, please contact your building principal
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Infinity Program
Mathematics/Science, Literacy/Social Studies, or Complete Program
Application for Appeal of Placement Decision
Directions:

1) Complete this Application Form
2) Complete the Parent Information Form (Kingore Observation Inventory)
- please type responses on separate pages
- number each response to the corresponding question
3) Provide Portfolio Materials in a Binder with Student’s Name on all Items
- see Portfolio Guidelines
- student’s name should be included on ALL materials
4) Submit all Forms and the Portfolio either in Person or by Mail to:
Wredling Middle School
Attn: Infinity Team Leader
1200 Dunham Road
St. Charles, IL 60174
5) Applications will NOT be accepted after April 7, 2017
1) Student Information (please print):
First Name ________________________ Last Name _______________________
Current School ____________________ Current Grade Level_____
2) Middle School you currently plan to attend in the upcoming school year (circle one):
Haines

Thompson

Wredling

Other: ___________

3) Please circle the subjects for which you are applying. (Note: Current D303 Middle School students
MUST presently be double accelerated in Math gifted Literacy program to be considered for the
corresponding Infinity subject areas.)
Math/Science

Literacy/Social Studies

Entire Program

4) Current Math Program ________________ Teacher’s Name __________________
5) Current Literacy Program ______________Teacher’s Name _________________
6) Parent Information (please print):
Parent/Guardian Name(s) _______________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________Home Phone: __________________
________________________________________Cell Phone: __________________
Email ________________________________________
Parent Signature _________________________________Date:
____/____/______
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Infinity Appeals Portfolio Guidelines
In your appeal portfolio, please include:
1) Work samples that demonstrate:
 Above grade level aptitude
 Why current placement does not meet student needs
 Academic interests outside the classroom
 Possible samples to include:
o Creative writing
o Academic writing
o Demonstration of aptitude/ability in Social Studies outside classroom work
o Mathematical thinking beyond problem sets
o Problem-solving beyond classroom situations
o Demonstration of aptitude/ability in Science outside classroom work
o Examples of community service activities that demonstrate problem-solving skills
2) A short explanation for each piece included in your portfolio describing why you chose to
include it
3) A list of non-academic activities/interests (e.g., sports, music, arts, clubs, etc.) and what your
role is in each activity

Items that will not be considered if included in the portfolio
Teacher recommendation letters
Certificates, awards, ribbons, etc.
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Parent Information Form
Grades 4 through 8
Derived from The Kingore Observation Inventory (KOI)
Kingore, B. (2001). The Kingore Observation Inventory (KOI). 2nd ed. Austin: Professional Associates Publishing.

STUDENT

GRADE

PARENT

DATE

TEACHER

SCHOOL

Parents have unique opportunities to see their children at play, at work, and in family settings.
Please, share your observations with us. This form and the similar KOI completed by the teacher
will be included with other data to increase our understanding of your child’s needs.
ADVANCED LANGUAGE
Uses a large vocabulary and more precise language than expected for the age-level
Is unusually descriptive in conversations or writings
Expresses similes, metaphors, or analogies: “A __________________________ is really like
a ___________________________ because ______________________________.”
Modifies language for less experienced listeners
Ably explains complex concepts to others
Uses verbal skills to handle conflicts or influence others

Examples from above of things my child
said:

ANALYTICAL THINKING
Able to abstract and generalize information
Notices a surprising depth of details about surroundings
Thinks logically, presents arguments logically
Thinks critically; may lead to skepticism
Recognizes relationships or patterns between ideas or experiences
Enjoys analyzing and solving difficult problems
Enjoys planning and organizing

Examples from above of things my child said or
did:
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MEANING MOTIVATION
Is philosophical
Has a questioning attitude; asks intellectual questions about complex topics
Generates multiple new ideas and solutions to problems; ingenious
Demonstrates in-depth information in areas beyond age-expectations
Remembers! (may retell an experience, story, or video almost verbatim)
Displays high levels of task commitment and energy when pursuing interests
Eager to do things differently; independent

Examples from above of things my child said or
did:

PERSPECTIVE
Explains another’s point of view
Approaches problems from an unusual perspective in oral discussions, art, writing, and math
solutions, or problem solving
Expresses past, present, and future aspects of an issue
Develops advanced or unique graphic products and patterns
Appreciates the beauty and value of things

Examples from above of things my child said or
did:

SENSE OF HUMOR
Says or does something indicating a sense of humor beyond the age-level expectations
Uses humor to gain approval of others
Catches an adult’s subtle humor
Uses figurative language and puns for humorous effect
Uses humor that may be absurd or far-out

Examples from above of things my child said or
did:
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SENSITIVITY
Exhibits intense concern for human issues
Intuitive and insightful of others’ needs and feelings
Expresses feelings through words or art
Cares deeply but may mask sensitivity
Bases friendships on similarity of interest rather than age
Displays a strong sense of justice; demands fairness and consistency
Demonstrates high expectations of self and others
Prefers to be a loner part of the time
Overreacts at times

Examples from above of things my child said or
did:

ACCELERATED LEARNING
Demonstrates knowledge beyond the age-level expectations
Comprehends and uses symbols with an unexpected ability
Reads fluently, more like an adult; comprehends with advanced understanding
Understands and uses advanced ideas, concepts, or implications
Learns easily and with a minimum of practice
Creates products that are advanced for the age-level expectations
Accesses data with ease using an unexpected variety of tools

Examples from above of things my child said or
did:

Other information I would like you to know about my
child:
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