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Let’s Talk!

East Students Partner with Local Business for the 1st Sundae Showdown

The competition was equal parts sweet and minty on 
December 9 as St. Charles East students in the Marketing 
and Advertising II class faced off during the first Sundae 

Showdown at Kimmer’s Ice Cream in St. Charles.

Prior to deciding which flavors to choose for their sundaes, 
students surveyed their school community to figure out 
which ice cream flavors were the most popular as well as 
the best toppings, and additional seasonal ingredients for 
the desserts. After analyzing their survey results, the teams 
worked closely with the staff from Kimmer’s to figure out the best combinations of ice 
cream and toppings for the sundaes. As part of their planning process, students also 
visited Kimmer’s for a tasting and to see the sundaes being made. 

Reindeer Tracks started with an oreo cookie base, a scoop 
of delicious seasonal peppermint ice cream drizzled with hot 
fudge and marshmallow fluff. And, to top it off, whipped cream 
and crushed graham crackers for that fall and winter blend. 
The other team’s sundae, Hint of Mint, started with a big scoop 
of the fan-favorite mint chocolate chip ice cream, drizzled 
with hot fudge, whipped cream, and topped off with crushed 
Oreos and a tasty cherry on top.

Over 100 sundaes were sold during the showdown, a record-breaking sale of sundaes for 
Kimmer’s. In the end, Reindeer Tracks was named the winning sundae, with 59 sold. Hint 
of Mint came really close, with 49 sundaes sold. Thank you to all those who supported this 
sweet competition and a special thank you to Kimmer’s for their partnership.

https://twitter.com/StCharlesD303
http://district.d303.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Charles-District-303-125824210789789/
https://district.d303.org/lets-talk


Davis Students Organize “SOUPer Holiday Soup Drive” 2

Davis Student Council and Fuel Up to 
Play 60 members teamed up this 
year to find a way to support families 

in need. Team members decided to hold 
a soup drive and donate the canned 
goods to the Northern Illinois Food Bank. To 
promote the soup drive, students created 
posters, made daily announcements, and 
decorated the donation boxes. Between 
December 6 and 10 the team members 
challenged other students to bring one can 
of soup for the drive. 

Supporting the students throughout this 
project were student teacher, Mr. Knautz, 
PE teacher and Fuel Up to Play 60 leader, 
Mrs. Mattson, General Music teacher and 
Student Council Advisor, Mrs. Therrien, and 
2nd Grade teacher and Student Council 
Advisor, Mrs. Thomas.

“Students learned about food insecurity as 
part of their social studies curriculum and 
that made them more excited to organize 
this food drive,” expressed Mrs. Thomas. 
Through this project, students learn about 

the importance 
of giving back to 
the community 
as they develop 
leadership and 
collaboration 
skills.

To help 
students better 
understand how 
their donations support needy families 
in our communities, Molly Speckman, 
Development Officer, Peer to Peer & Cause 
Marketing from the Northern Illinois Food 
Bank, visited Davis. She shared information 
about the work they do at the food bank 
and how important volunteers are as they 
check and sort all the food and help with 
distribution. She shared that students can 
volunteer with their parents at the food 
bank, if they are 8 years old or older.

On December 15, students counted the cans 
of soup, from the ever-so-popular chicken 
noodle soup to veggie, tomato, and even 
ravioli soup. Together, they collected almost 
300 cans of soup for families in need.

“I know the partnership with Student 
Council, Fuel Up, and the St. Charles 
community has been one that students 
have valued and this project will be a 
reminder for many of our students as they 
continue to learn the importance of giving 
back to the community,” said Mrs. Thomas.
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Rotary International was founded in Chicago in 1905 
by attorney Paul Harris. The organization has a long 
history of humanitarian service and addressing 

challenges in communities and around the world. The 
over 46,000 clubs work together to promote peace, fight 
disease, provide clean water, sanitation, and hygiene, 
save mothers and children, support education, grow 
local economies, and protect the environment. The 
Rotary Foundation created an award in Mr. Harris’ name 
that pays tribute to a community member whose life 
demonstrates a shared purpose with the objectives of the 
Rotary Foundation. 

On December 7, members of the St. Charles Morning 
Rotary presented John Baird, District 303 Assistant Superintendent of Operations, with the 
Paul Harris Fellow recognition. District 303 is proud of the contributions John has made to 
its students, staff, and families, and to the St. Charles community.

That same week, District 303 Director of Learning, Tina 
King, and Business Education and Lead Teacher at St. 
Charles East, Keith Glavan, presented at the St. Charles 
Noon Rotary Club information and highlights about the 
INCubator program. After the presentation, John Kunzer 
made a $100 donation to the District 303 INCubator  
program to support young entrepreneurs. John is an 
entrepreneur and engineer, and has a family business 
in St. Charles, MCC Technology. District 303 is grateful 
for the donation and for the continued partnership 
with local businesses and organizations that support 
students across the district.

Rotary International Recognizes District Staff, Supports Entrepreneurship Program

St. Charles Morning Rotary member presenting John 
Baird (left) with the Paul Harris Fellow recognition.

(L to R): John Kunzer, and Keith Glavan

https://district.d303.org/school-closings
https://district.d303.org/tools/home-access-center


4Job Shadow Opportunities for High School Students

This semester, high school students 
were able to visit City Hall, the St. 
Charles Fire Department, and the St. 

Charles Police Department as part of the 
career pathway job shadow program 
offered by the City of St. Charles. The 
program is tailored to students interested in 
exploring careers in municipal government.

St. Charles North Junior, Alec Mandziara, 
shadowed Assistant Fire Chief Tony 
Cavallo to experience a day in the life of 
a firefighter. He toured the St. Charles Fire 
Department, learned about the education, 
training, and certifications required, and 
asked questions about the different career 
opportunities available. Alec even had 
the opportunity to ride along with Mr. 
Cavallo and see other staff from the Fire 
Department assist with a call. On December 
8, Alec also shadowed Deputy Chief Chuck 
Pierce to learn more about the duties and 
responsibilities of police officers.

High school students Lilly Hale and 
Aaron Naugle also visited the St. Charles 
Police Department and shadowed Crime 
Prevention Officer Meghan Kramer. As they 
toured the Police Department, they asked 
questions about her training, why she 
decided to go into law enforcement, and 
even got to meet K-9 Saint and comfort 
dog Charlie. 

“Through our partnership with the City 
of St. Charles we can continue to offer 
our students many more learning 
opportunities,” expressed John Peters, 
Assistant Principal for College and Career 
Readiness at St. Charles North.

Interested students should contact the 
College and Career Readiness Department 
at their high school for an application. 
Students may schedule up to three 
different job shadow experiences per 
school year.



On December 14, fifth grade beginning 
band students from Munhall, Norton 
Creek, and Richmond performed 

live for an audience for the first time since 
December of 2019 at their Winter Beginning 
Band Concert. Fifth graders delighted 
their families and the community with 
two performances at St. Charles East High 
School.

Many parents commented how much they loved the performances and noted how much 
their children had improved since they started, attributing much of that to Mrs. Lydigsen, 
Director of Bands, and her love for band. One Munhall parent cheerfully expressed how 
they were incredibly delighted to have had the opportunity to see their daughter not only 
perform but also give the introduction for her instrument so eloquently and calmly.

“It was so wonderful to see the band students back on the stage performing for a live 
audience,” said Mrs. Lydigsen. “I am overwhelmed with a sense of pride for these students 
who have shown such resilience, dedication, and enthusiasm. I love being a part of their 
musical journey and guiding them through the process of becoming confident young 
musicians,” she added.

All fifth grade students in the district are able to join the 
beginning band program. Students meet for small group lessons 
once per week throughout the school year and also before 
school to work as a full band ensemble. The group typically 
performs two big concerts per year at St. Charles East High 
School and performs the National Anthem at the Kane County 
Cougars game in the spring. Students are able to choose an 
instrument to play, whether it be the oboe, the flute, the clarinet, 
the trumpet, the trombone, and even the tuba.

Fifth Graders Perform at the Winter Beginning Band Concert

Test to Stay Program in District 303
District 303, in collaboration with SHIELD testing, has implemented a test to stay program 
for students in our district who have not received the COVID-19 vaccine. Participation in 
the program may decrease the need for students to quarantine if they have been in close 
contact with an individual who has tested positive for COVID-19. While the district has 
made it possible for students to maintain 3 feet of distance in classrooms and 6 feet in 
the cafeterias, students may be closer than that while riding the bus, which may result in 
them being quarantined. Students who are enrolled in SHIELD testing prior to possible 
exposure to COVID-19 or establishing close contact can remain in school as long as they 
have negative tests and are symptom free on days 1, 3, 5, and 7 after exposure.
Visit the District 303 website or click on this link to register your child for SHIELD testing.
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https://district.d303.org/
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St. Charles East and North students participated in the St. Charles Local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 5036 Voice of Democracy Essay Contest. This year’s theme focused 
on the question “America: Where do we go from here?” which challenged students to 

think critically about their future, their communities, and the nation.

The following students were recognized for their outstanding entries by their school and by 
Vietnam War Veteran Rich Zawislak from the St. Charles VFW Post 5036 who awarded them 
the certificates: 2nd place, North student Kathryn Kadyschuk; 3rd place, East student Alissa 
Chimienti; and 4th place, East student Allison Ollie. The following students also earned 
honorable mention: East students Connor Eskeli and Hannah Wojcik, and North students 
Elizabeth Kadyschuk and Jakelyn Laycock.

In the coming years, the essay contest will become a scholarship program where students 
will receive scholarship money for four years to use towards tuition, books, and any 
expenses related to their college education.

High School Students Participate in Voice of Democracy Essay Contest

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_85XBnksMMFKUcqi_F4aoa_ATqrgE6yg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-GlqYMPI-BDoXBWEvSLTnhUwxpgZoxmB/view?usp=sharing


7Congratulations 2022 Illinois State Scholars



Upcoming 
School Board Meetings

December 20
Special School Board Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
Learning and Teaching Committee Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
* Meeting will begin immediately following Special School 
Board Meeting, but no earlier than 6:00 P.M.

January 10
School Board Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

January 13
CAC Executive Team Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

January 18
Learning and Teaching Committee Meeting - 5:30 p.m.

2021-2022
Calendar Highlights

December 17
Last Day of School in 2021

Winter Break
December 20-December 31

January 3, 2022
Teachers’ Work Day (No Students)

January 4, 2022
School Resumes

January 12, 2022
High School Early Release Day
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http://district.d303.org/board/
http://district.d303.org/board/
https://district.d303.org/calendar?default_date=2021-11-01


Submit to the Community Backpack

District 303 distributes information electronically from non-profit organizations, 
intergovernmental agencies and business partners for which it grants approval. 
Information can be posted on this Community Backpack webpage throughout the 
school year. Those wishing to submit information to be posted must do so electronically 
by emailing a completed CB Flyer Request Form and a PDF of the requested posting 
to the District 303 Administration Center, in care of Janelle Magana at least ten days 
in advance of the desired posting date. Additionally, when submitting the first posting 
request of the school year, a completed 
Certificate of Not-For-Profit Status Form must 
also be completed and submitted with a copy 
of the groups 501(c)3 certificate.

Prior to submitting, please read details 
regarding our distribution guidelines. The 
decision to post is at the discretion of District 
303 administrators, based on these guidelines.
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http://district.d303.org/folder/1Sij6RvsWkjd6WoZAD5UWE1GqhZCOt-dF

